
March 2, 2026 

Gov. Mike DeWine 
Vern Riffe Center, 30th Floor  
77 South High Street  
Columbus, OH 43215-6117 
AKn: Giles Allen, Director of LegislaOve Affairs 

 
Gov. DeWine, 
 
We, the undersigned organizaOons represenOng tens of thousands of paOents, families, clinicians, and 
advocates across Ohio, urge your administraOon to use its authority to immediately remove the prohibiOon 
against Medicaid coverage for obesity medicaOons (OMs), as outlined in §5160-9-03 of the Ohio AdministraOve 
Code. This outdated and prohibitory language stops Medicaid from using the regular coverage consideration 
process for OMs. 
 
Our request comes at a Ome when Ohio has the opportunity to take advantage of significant downward price 
pressure on GLP-1s. Coupled with the recent publicly stated willingness of GLP-1 manufacturers to directly 
negoOate pricing with states, Ohio can take acOon to begin helping the seven out of ten Ohioans currently 
experiencing obesity or overweight.  

In discussions we have held over the past year, your administration and the Department of Medicaid have 
made it clear that you agree with us: obesity poses a significant public health risk in Ohio.  

While Ohio Medicaid provides coverage for metabolic and bariatric surgery, beneficiaries affected by obesity 
sOll lack access to the full conOnuum of care, parOcularly FDA-approved medicaOons indicated for the 
treatment of obesity. Because the administraOve code language prevents coverage of OMs, the Department of 
Medicaid can’t move forward to review this important drug class and enter into subsequent discussions to 
negoOate for rebates. 

These Medicaid regulations create two different standards of health care where those affected by obesity are 
denied access to basic medications needed and clinically proven to improve their chronic condition.  

Gov. DeWine, your administration has the power to take the critical first steps to ensure the Ohio Department 
of Medicaid has the option to cover GLP-1s in the same manner that medications for other chronic diseases, 
such as diabetes and heart disease, are included as part of the pharmaceutical benefit. 

The process of repealing this inappropriate language can be accomplished by your administration without the 
need for legislation. The current Ohio regulations are woefully outdated, failing to acknowledge current 
scientific research and available pharmaceutical innovations that have a life-changing impact on those living 
with obesity.   

By using your administrative authority to repeal the outdated code language, the state of Ohio can then begin 
to engage with manufacturers and take advantage of negotiated solutions aimed at mitigating the financial 
impact of GLP-1 coverage. The result: a healthier population that uses fewer medical services and therefore 
saves money. 



Gov. DeWine, we hope you will consider this request with the urgency it deserves. There is no need to wait on 
the Ohio General Assembly to act – you have the power to repeal  the prohibitory administraOve code 
language right now.  In doing so you will change the trajectory of Ohio’s obesity staOsOcs and place your state 
on a path towards improved health, chronic disease prevenOon, lower health care costs and improved 
producOvity. 

Obesity is not a choice. It is a chronic disease that requires commiKed, long-term treatment. Untreated obesity 
is linked to the development of type 2 diabetes, heart disease, cancers and other serious, chronic, and costly 
diseases. 25 percent of all adult Ohioans have diagnosed diabetes or prediabetes. InacOon only makes maKers 
worse.  

Please contact the Obesity AcOon CoaliOon Policy Advisor, Chris Gallagher, at chris@potomaccurrents.com, or 
the American Diabetes AssociaOon’s Senior Director of State Government Affairs, Gary Dougherty, at 
GDougherty@diabetes.org with any quesOons or to schedule a meeOng to further discuss our request. 

American Diabetes Associa/on  

Obesity Ac/on Coali/on 

Akron NAACP 

Alliance for Women's Health & Preven/on 

American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery  

Stephen Cook, MD, MPH, (Pediatric) Obesity Medicine Physician - Columbus, Ohio 

Diabetes Pa/ent Advocacy Coali/on 

Roy Kim, MD, MPH - Pediatric Endocrinology, Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital 

League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) of Greater Cincinnati 

Donna and Jim Leitzel  

Northeast Ohio Community Resilience Centre (formerly Northeast Ohio Black Health Coali/on) 

The Obesity Society 

Ohio Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 

Ohio Chapter of the American College of Cardiology  

Ohio Nurses Associa/on 

Ohio Society for Respiratory Care 


